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Acknowledging Country 
As we gather in the presence of God, we acknowledge the Peramangk people, the first inhabitants of this 
place from a time beyond remembering. We honour and respect them and their elders, past and present, 
for their custodianship of the land on which our churches are built.  As we continue to learn to live together 
on these ancestral lands, we commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and justice.   
 

This Week’s Worship 
Sunday 6th December HOLY COMMUNION Second Sunday of Advent 
8:30am at St Mary’s, Echunga. To book your place, please phone Annette Schirmer on 8388 8119. 
10:00am at Christ the King, Mt Barker. This service will also be livestreamed on Facebook. 
 

Tuesday 1st December ZOOM MORNING PRAYER 
9:30am Use this link to join https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81863688562  
 

Thursday 3rd December MORNING PRAYER 
9:30am live on our Facebook page and later on our website (see last page for links).  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81863688562


Next Sunday’s Worship   
Sunday 13th December HOLY COMMUNION Third Sunday of Advent 
8:30am at St James, Blakiston.  To book your place, please phone Ian Newman on 8398 2636. 
10:00am at Christ the King, Mt Barker. This service will also be livestreamed on Facebook. 
 

Opening Hymn CCLI (Christian Copyright Licensing International) #143193 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
2 O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 

Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory over the grave.  Refrain 

 
3 O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

4 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
5 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  
P:  On this second Sunday of Advent, as we think about the coming of Jesus 

Christ, we light the candle of peace. Jesus Christ is our peace. He is the 
Prince of Peace, and the fruit of His presence is peace. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 
you were called to peace. (Colossians 3:15) 

 
The candle is lit.  
 
All:  Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to seek peace in our 

lives, peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. 
Amen. 

  

Sentence 
Prepare the way of the Lord make his paths straight. For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepared the way for our 
salvation: give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



Scripture Readings  
First Reading 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah (40:1-5. 9-11) 
‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. ‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her 
time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from the hand of the Lord double 
punishment for all her crimes.’ A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight 
highway for our God across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, let 
every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all 
mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger 
to Zion. Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to the towns of 
Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. He is like 
a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding them against his breast and leading to 
their rest the mother ewes. 
This is the word of the Lord.  R Thanks be to God.  

 
Responsorial Psalm                                  
R  Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help. 
1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, peace for his people. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. R 
 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. R 

 
3. The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps.      R 

 
Second Reading 
A reading from the second letter of St. Peter (3:8-14) 
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody 
else might be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to 
be brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will 
vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up.  Since 
everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long 
for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What 
we are waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness 
will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain 
so that he will find you at peace. 
This is the word of the Lord.  R Thanks be to God.               
 
Gospel Acclamation (Lk 3:4.6)                                            
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!       
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and all mankind shall see the salvation of God.      
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!       



GOSPEL 
The Lord be with you.   R  And also with you.   
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark (1:1-8) 
R  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah: 
 Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
 he will prepare your way. 
 A voice cries in the wilderness: 
 Prepare a way for the Lord, 
 make his paths straight, 
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he 
lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone 
who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have 
baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  R Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Scripture Readings from “The Sunday Missal, A New Edition”, edited by H. Winstone, published by Collins Liturgical Publications, ISBN 
0005997186; CAL Licence 2351 - unauthorised copying prohibited 

 

Closing Hymn CCLI (Christian Copyright Licensing International) #143193   
1 Down by the Jordan, a prophet named John was baptizing,  

Preaching a message the people found bold and surprising: 
"God will forgive! Show that you'll change how you live! 
Surely God's new day is rising!" 

 
2 There by the river, the crowd came with great expectation: 

"Are you God's Chosen One, sent here to rescue our nation?" 
"No!" John replied. "He who is mightier than I 
Judges and offers salvation." 

 
3 Jesus, you went to be baptized along with the others, 

Taking your place among sinners, God's lost sons and daughters. 
Then with great love, God's Spirit came as a dove! 
Your work began in those waters. 

 
4 Here in the Church, we are baptized and filled with God's Spirit. 

Freed and forgiven, we're welcomed with joy! Can you hear it? 
This is God's sign! This is how God says, "You're mine!" 
Let's take the good news and share it! 

 
Prayers of the Faithful 
For the Holy Catholic Church, her members and her mission:  
Bp Keith, Fr Thomas, Fr Daniel and Dn Margo; 
Western Fleurieu Pastoral District: St Stephen, Willunga; St Margaret of Scotland, McLaren Vale; St Ann, 
Aldinga; St Nicholas, Seaford Incumbents and Fr Simon Waters, Fr Brenton Dick, Dn Peter Chapman;  
the work of Anglicare SA in the Adelaide Hills and Southern Suburbs and Board Member Dn Margaret Holt; 
the Happiness Home, Nepal, Nanu, the children and its workers; 
the Anglican Church of Australia: Bendigo and Bp Matt Brain;  



the Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury): the Rt Rev’d 
Carlos López-Lozano, Bp of Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church; 
 

For the nation and all in authority and the welfare of the world: that those who lead and govern may be 
instruments of peace 
 

For the community: for the poor, the homeless and the forgotten 
 

For the aged and the infirm: Fr Peter Atherton, Kath Both, Chris Dunn, Aileen May, Janette Orchard, June 
Shepherd 
 

For the sick and the suffering and for those in need: for Howard Bishop, Fr Peter Carlsson; Brenda Carthew, 
Pauline Cornelissen, Dee Cuthbertson, Pat Duxbury, Margaret Fiebig, Nicollete Fitzgerald, Heather Galpin, 
Leigh Green, Jean Kuyk, Gemma Levey, Bob Locke, Bp David McCall, Pat Mahomet, Vivienne and John 
Pfitzner, Bruce Potter, Jonathan Radford, Helen Salmon, Rosemary Tonkin, Harold Venner, Maureen 
Venner, Thelma Walmsley, Pauline Ward, Susie Waters 
 

For those who have died: Amy Chapman 6.12.1997, Alice Kakoschke 8.12.1999, Clarice Masters 8.12.2010, Barrie 
Faulkner 9.12.2004, Elizabeth James 10.12.2010 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

A Voice Cries In The Wilderness Icon 

Today’s front page photo is of an icon named A Voice Cries In The Wilderness. It is part of my collection 
and like all icons, is full of imagery and symbolism (you might need to zoom in to see some of it). 
In his left hand, John holds what appears to be a large chalice. In the Orthodox church, this “chalice” is 
called a diskos and here it cradles the infant Jesus. This imagery is from the Orthodox liturgy in which a part 
of the Eucharistic bread, called the “Lamb” because it signifies Jesus, the Lamb of God, is placed in the 
diskos. 
John’s right hand contains two messages. Not only is it raised in blessing, but the crossed fingers represent 
“IC XC”, a widely used four letter abbreviation of the Greek for Jesus. 
John is wearing two garments - an under garment of camel-skin and a green robe. Green symbolises 
earthliness and John’s life in the wilderness.  
Also symbolising John’s life in the wilderness, are the animals that can be found in this icon (I found 8) and 
I suspect that each animal was chosen for its own symbolism, e.g. antelope horns symbolise the Old and 
New Testaments and the elephant is said to symbolise chastity, temperance and patience. 
I have yet to confirm it, but I believe that the two women in the building on the right are Mary and Elizabeth 
- the haloes, the positions of their heads and the colours they are wearing are often seen in icons of The 
Visitation.  
Sources: templegallery.com; russianicons.wordpress.com; iconreader.wordpress.com; J. Paul Getty Museum;  
 

Dates Ahead 
7:30pm-8:30pm every Tuesday ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 
Contact Margie Philpott on 0437 738 069/8398 4249 for instructions on how to join.  
 

9:30am every Friday    MEN’S MORNING TEA  
In the breezeway of the Parish Centre. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, please BYO coffee. 
 

Monday 14th December   MOTHERS' UNION CHRISTMAS DINNER and WAVE OF PRAYER SERVICE 
More details to follow. 
 

Thursday 17th December   LONE STARS CHRISTMAS DINNER 
6:30pm at Lynn and Darcy’s. Please let Liz know that you are coming. 

https://russianicons.wordpress.com/


Notices 
QR CODES AND CHECKING IN FOR CHURCH SERVICES 
When arriving at church, you can choose to check in by scanning the QR code using your smart phone 
through the mySA Gov app. If you do not have a compatible smart phone, a paper record will be available 
for you to provide your details. 
 
OUTREACH AND DIRECT DEBIT GIVING 
Are you now giving via Direct Debit and missing the Outreach section of the giving envelopes? If so, next 
time you are making your gift to the Parish, include Outreach and the amount you wish to allocate to 
Outreach in the description/comment box.  
 
MARY AND JOSEPH 
Mary and Joseph will be have set off on their journey around the parish on. Contact Liz if you would like 
them to visit you and any friends/neighbours/relatives. It's a wonderful outreach, so please encourage 
others to join us. We have the ability to duplicate the family this year and have two sets moving 
around!!!!!!! 
 
CHRISTMAS ANGELS 
Our Knitted/crocheted Christmas angels will be back again this year adorning the rectory fence and other 
places in the town if we have enough. Please talk to any Mothers Union member if you have some or need 
a pattern. 
 

Scripture Readings 
Tuesday 8th December  MORNING PRAYER 
Psalm 22; Isaiah 7:1-17; Matthew 15:29-end 
 
Thursday 10th December  MORNING PRAYER 
Psalms 30 & 32; Isaiah 9:8-10:4; Matthew 16:13-end 
 
Sunday 6th December  HOLY COMMUNION Third Sunday of Advent Year B 
Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Weekly Sheet 
It has been brought to my attention that occasionally some people don’t receive the Weekly Sheet. It’s 
quite random and I suspect that it has something to do with the number of contacts on the group list. I 
have now split the contacts list in the hope that the problem will be resolved. However, please let me know 
if you haven’t received it by Saturday afternoon.   
Prayer requests can be emailed to me or phoned through as per usual.  Annette. 

 
Parish Website 
We have been gradually adding to the parish website and now we have a blog page where you can access 
sermons etc. to read if you wish. You can find it at: https://www.mtbarkeranglicans.org/blog. 
 

Parish Banking 

Bank account details for Direct Debits       
Account name: Anglican Parish of Mount Barker  Account number: 068184240       
BSB: 105-025 
Description: Giving $___, Outreach $___ 
 

 

https://www.mtbarkeranglicans.org/blog


Outreach for December 
Anglican Aid Abroad 
 

Contacts 
Parish Priest:   Fr Thomas Karamakuzhiyil 
     Phone: 0473 327 186    Email: tom.j310@y7mail.com 
Priest Assistant:  Fr Daniel Irvine  
        Phone: 0415 448 355       Email: dan1105500@gmail.com  
Parish Office:   Email: anglicanmtbarker@bigpond.com 
Parish Secretary:  Annette Schirmer  
     Phone: 8388 8119   Email: annetteschirmer@outlook.com 
Parish Treasurer:   Peter Adams    

Phone: 0427 230 268      Email: pgrpeter@bigpond.com 
Parish Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/anglicanmtbkr/ 
Parish Website:  https://www.mtbarkeranglicans.org/ 
Daily Office:   https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/index.php 
Parish Council: 
Blakiston Wardens   
Peter Adams             0427 230 268     
Ian Newman             8398 2636 
Echunga Wardens   
Michael Schirmer    8388 8119 
Annette Schirmer    8388 8119 

Macclesfield Wardens  
Clyde Slack        8388 9998 
Natalie Jones       0423 276 618 
Mt Barker Wardens  
Sandra Pullen      0411 712 720 
Lyn Stokes        0455 408 000 

Mylor Wardens   
Lucy Hosking      0418 851 598 
Bev Slack             8388 9998  
Extra Members 
Paul Stevens       0411 185 442 
Lynn Walsh        0447 400 140 

 

mailto:anglicanmtbarker@bigpond.com
mailto:pgrpeter@bigpond.com
https://www.facebook.com/anglicanmtbkr/
https://www.mtbarkeranglicans.org/
https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/index.php

